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A LANDMARK LEGAL SHIFT OPENS 
PANDORA’S BOX FOR DIY GUNS
Cody Wilson makes digital files that let anyone 3-D print untraceable guns. The 
government tried to stop him. He sued—and won.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

 
67$7E 2) :$6+,1*721� 67$7E 2) 
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&20021:E$/7+ 2) 
0$66$&+86E776� &20021:E$/7+ 
2) 3E116</9$1,$� DQG ',675,&7 2) 
&2/80%,$  
   3ODiQtiIIV� 
Y� 
 
81,7E' 67$7E6 'E3$570E17 2) 
67$7E� 0,&+$E/ 5� 3203E2� iQ hiV 
RIIiFiDO FDSDFit\ DV 6HFUHtDU\ RI 6tDtH� 
',5E&725$7E 2) 'E)E16E 75$'E 
&21752/6� 0,.E 0,//E5� iQ hiV RIIiFiDO 
FDSDFit\ DV $FtiQJ 'HSXt\ $VViVtDQt 6HFUHtDU\ 
RI 'HIHQVH 7UDGH &RQtUROV� 6$5$+ 
+E,'E0$� iQ hHU RIIiFiDO FDSDFit\ DV 'iUHFtRU 
RI 3ROiF\� 2IIiFH RI 'HIHQVH 7UDGH &RQtUROV 
3ROiF\� 'E)E16E ',675,%87E'� 6E&21' 
$0E1'0E17 )281'$7,21� ,1&� DQG 
&211 :,//,$0621�  
 
   'HIHQGDQtV� 

12�  
 
'E&/$5$7,21 2)  
0,7=, -2+$1.1E&+7 
,1 6833257 2) 3/$,17,))¶6 
027,21 )25 752 $1' 
35E/,0,1$5< ,1-81&7,21 
 
 
 
Noting Date: August ___, 2018 

 
,� 0it]i -RhDQNQHFht� GHFODUH DV IROORZV� 

1� , DP RYHU thH DJH RI 1� DQG hDYH SHUVRQDO NQRZOHGJH RI DOO thH IDFtV VtDtHG hHUHiQ� 

�� , hDYH bHHQ thH 6hHUiII RI .iQJ &RXQt\� :DVhiQJtRQ ViQFH -DQXDU\ 1� ��1��  

�� , hDYH bHHQ D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU IRU �� \HDUV Zith thH .iQJ &RXQt\ 6hHUiII¶V 

2IIiFH �.&62�� 'XUiQJ P\ tiPH DV D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU� , ZRUNHG P\ ZD\ XS thH UDQNV 

IURP GHSXt\ DQG hDYH VHUYHG iQ OHDGHUVhiS UROHV iQ HYHU\ GiYiViRQ DQG ORFDtiRQ iQ thH .&62� $V 
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thH 6hHUiII� , RYHUVHH D VtDII RI 1���� HPSOR\HHV ZhR DUH UHVSRQVibOH IRU thH SXbOiF VDIHt\ RI 

DSSURxiPDtHO\ ��� PiOOiRQ SHRSOH ZhR OiYH iQ .iQJ &RXQt\� SOXV thRXVDQGV RI RthHUV ZhR tUDQVit 

tR DQG thURXJh thH FRXQt\ RQ D GDiO\ bDViV� 

�� $V D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU� , DP YHU\ IDPiOiDU Zith IiUHDUPV� , hDYH FDUUiHG D 

JXQ DV SDUt RI P\ MRb IRU thH ODVt �� \HDUV� hDYH UHFHiYHG iQVtUXFtiRQ RQ D YDUiHt\ RI ZHDSRQV 

iQFOXGiQJ SiVtROV DQG ORQJ JXQV� DQG hDYH SHUVRQDOO\ ZitQHVVHG thH GDPDJH thDt JXQV FDQ GR tR 

thH hXPDQ bRG\ iI JXQV IDOO iQtR thH ZURQJ hDQGV� 

�� , DP DOVR IDPiOiDU Zith :DVhiQJtRQ¶V JXQ�VDIHt\ ODZV� ZhiFh SURhibit FHUtDiQ 

FDtHJRUiHV RI SHUVRQV IURP bX\iQJ RU SRVVHVViQJ IiUHDUPV� 7hiV JURXS iQFOXGHV PiQRUV� SHUVRQV 

FRQYiFtHG RI YiROHQt IHORQiHV� SHUVRQV XQGHU thH VXSHUYiViRQ RI thH 'HSDUtPHQt RI &RUUHFtiRQV� 

thH PHQtDOO\ iOO� DQG SHUVRQV VXbMHFt tR D ZiGH YDUiHt\ RI SURtHFtiRQ RUGHUV� iQFOXGiQJ GRPHVtiF 

YiROHQFH� VtDONiQJ DQG DQti�hDUDVVPHQt SURtHFtiRQ RUGHUV� 

�� :DVhiQJtRQ¶V JXQ ODZV SODFH D ViJQiIiFDQt DPRXQt RI UHVSRQVibiOit\ RQ ORFDO ODZ 

HQIRUFHPHQt� )RU HxDPSOH� thH .&62 hDQGOHV thH YHttiQJ DQG JUDQtiQJ RI DSSOiFDtiRQV IRU 

FRQFHDOHG SiVtRO OiFHQVHV� IiUHDUPV GHDOHU OiFHQVHV� DQG DOiHQ IiUHDUPV OiFHQVHV IRU Fiti]HQV OiYiQJ 

iQ XQiQFRUSRUDtHG DUHDV RI .iQJ &RXQt\� DV ZHOO DV thRVH PXQiFiSDOitiHV IRU ZhiFh thH .&62 

FRQtUDFtV IRU ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt VHUYiFHV�  ,QIRUPDtiRQ DbRXt VXFh OiFHQViQJ iV DYDiODbOH RQ thH 

.&62 SDJH RI thH .iQJ &RXQt\ ZHbVitH� IRU HxDPSOH� 

httSV���NiQJFRXQt\�JRY�GHStV�VhHUiII�VHUYiFHV�JXQ�DVSx �ODVt YiVitHG -XO\ ��� ��1��� 

httSV���NiQJFRXQt\�JRY�GHStV�VhHUiII�VHUYiFHV�IiUHDUPV�GHDOHUV�DVSx �ODVt YiVitHG -XO\ ��� 

��1���   

httSV���NiQJFRXQt\�JRY�GHStV�VhHUiII�VHUYiFHV�DOiHQ�IiUHDUPV�OiFHQVH�DVSx �ODVt YiVitHG 

-XO\ ��� ��1���  
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027,21 )25 752 $1' 
35E/,0,1$5< ,1-81&7,21 
 
 
 
Noting Date: August ___, 2018 

 
,� &DUPHQ %HVt� GHFODUH DV IROORZV� 

1� , DP RYHU thH DJH RI 1� DQG hDYH SHUVRQDO NQRZOHGJH RI DOO thH IDFtV VtDtHG hHUHiQ� 

�� , DP thH &hiHI RI thH 6HDttOH 3ROiFH 'HSDUtPHQt�  , bHJDQ VHUYiQJ DV iQtHUiP FhiHI 

RQ -DQXDU\ 1� ��1�� DQG hDYH bHHQ QRPiQDtHG tR thH SHUPDQHQt SRVitiRQ b\ 0D\RU -HQQ\ 'XUNDQ�   

�� , hDYH bHHQ D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU IRU �� \HDUV Zith thH 6HDttOH 3ROiFH 

'HSDUtPHQt �63'�� 'XUiQJ P\ tiPH DV D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU� , ZRUNHG P\ ZD\ XS thH UDQNV 
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IURP GHSXt\ DQG hDYH VHUYHG iQ OHDGHUVhiS UROHV iQ D ZiGH UDQJH RI SRVitiRQV Zith 63'� iQFOXGiQJ 

VFhRRO VDIHt\� RSHUDtiRQV OiHXtHQDQt� DQG DVViVtDQt FhiHI iQ thH FUiPiQDO iQYHVtiJDtiRQV bXUHDX� $V 

thH &hiHI RI 63'� , RYHUVHH D VtDII RI 1��� SHUVRQQHO ZhR DUH UHVSRQVibOH IRU thH SXbOiF VDIHt\ 

RI DSSURxiPDtHO\ ������� PHPbHUV RI thH SXbOiF iQ 6HDttOH� 

�� $V D ODZ HQIRUFHPHQt RIIiFHU� , DP YHU\ IDPiOiDU Zith IiUHDUPV� , hDYH FDUUiHG D 

JXQ DV SDUt RI P\ MRb IRU thH ODVt �� \HDUV� hDYH UHFHiYHG iQVtUXFtiRQ RQ D YDUiHt\ RI JXQV� DQG 

hDYH SHUVRQDOO\ ZitQHVVHG thH GDPDJH thDt JXQV FDQ GR tR thH hXPDQ bRG\ iI JXQV IDOO iQtR thH 

ZURQJ hDQGV� 

�� , DP DOVR IDPiOiDU Zith :DVhiQJtRQ¶V JXQ�VDIHt\ ODZV� ZhiFh SURhibit FHUtDiQ 

FDtHJRUiHV RI SHUVRQV IURP bX\iQJ RU SRVVHVViQJ IiUHDUPV� 7hiV JURXS iQFOXGHV PiQRUV� SHUVRQV 

FRQYiFtHG RI YiROHQt IHORQiHV� SHUVRQV XQGHU thH VXSHUYiViRQ RI thH 'HSDUtPHQt RI &RUUHFtiRQV� 

thH PHQtDOO\ iOO� DQG SHUVRQV VXbMHFt tR D ZiGH YDUiHt\ RI SURtHFtiRQ RUGHUV� iQFOXGiQJ GRPHVtiF 

YiROHQFH� VtDONiQJ DQG DQti�hDUDVVPHQt SURtHFtiRQ RUGHUV� 

�� :DVhiQJtRQ¶V JXQ ODZV SODFH D ViJQiIiFDQt DPRXQt RI UHVSRQVibiOit\ RQ ORFDO ODZ 

HQIRUFHPHQt� )RU HxDPSOH� 63' iV UHVSRQVibOH IRU HQIRUFHPHQt RI FRXUt RUGHUV tR VXUUHQGHU 

IiUHDUPV� tHVtiQJ DQG SURFHVViQJ IiUHDUPV UHFRYHUHG DV HYiGHQFH� DQG FRQGXFtiQJ iQYHVtiJDtiRQV� 

VHDUFhHV� DUUHVtV� DQG RthHU DFtiYitiHV thDt PD\ UHVXOt iQ ODZIXO VHi]XUH RI D IiUHDUP�   ,QIRUPDtiRQ 

DbRXt thHVH UHVSRQVibiOitiHV iV FRQtDiQHG iQ thH 6HDttOH 3ROiFH 'HSDUtPHQt 0DQXDO� ZhiFh iV 

DYDiODbOH Dt thH 63' SDJH RI thH &it\ RI 6HDttOH ZHbVitH� 

httS���ZZZ�VHDttOH�JRY�SROiFH�PDQXDO�titOH�1����SUiPDU\�iQYHVtiJDtiRQ�1��1����VHi]iQJ�

DQG�UHOHDViQJ�IiUHDUPV �ODVt YiVitHG -XO\ ��� ��1��� 

httS���ZZZ�VHDttOH�JRY�SROiFH�PDQXDO�titOH�����HYiGHQFH�DQG�SURSHUt\��������IiUHDUPV�

DPPXQitiRQ�DQG�VhHOO�FDViQJV �ODVt YiVitHG -XO\ ��� ��1���  
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httS���ZZZ�VHDttOH�JRY�SROiFH�PDQXDO�titOH�����DUUHVtV�VHDUFh�DQG�VHi]XUH��1�����

VHDUFhHV�JHQHUDO �ODVt YiVitHG -XO\ ��� ��1��� 
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 �� , XQGHUVtDQG thDt tHFhQRORJ\ HxiVtV thDt DOORZV thH PDQXIDFtXUH RI IiUHDUPV 

thURXJh thH XVH RI FRPPHUFiDOO\ DYDiODbOH ��' SUiQtHUV� , IXUthHU XQGHUVtDQG thDt thiV tHFhQRORJ\ 

ZRXOG DOORZ VRPHRQH tR ³SUiQt´ RU PDNH JXQV iQ thH SUiYDF\ RI hiV RU hHU RZQ hRPH RU DQ\ZhHUH 

D ��' SUiQtHU iV DYDiODbOH�  7hH JXQV PDGH iQ thiV PDQQHU FDQ bH FRQVtUXFtHG RXt RI PHtDO RU 

SODVtiF� UHJDUGOHVV� , XQGHUVtDQG thHVH ³JhRVt JXQV´ JHQHUDOO\ bHDU QR iGHQtiI\iQJ VHUiDO QXPbHU 

RU PDQXIDFtXUHU¶V PDUN� ,Q DGGitiRQ� , XQGHUVtDQG thDt thH ��' SUiQtHG JXQV PDGH RXt RI SODVtiF 

DUH QRt GHtHFtDbOH b\ PHtDO GHtHFtRUV XVHG Dt SODFHV VXFh DV FRXUthRXVHV DQG DiUSRUtV� 

 �� , hDYH JUHDt FRQFHUQ IRU SXbOiF VDIHt\ iI thH tHFhQRORJ\ �H�J�� VRItZDUH� FRPSXtHU 

IiOHV� FRPSXtHU FRGH� thDt ZRXOG DOORZ ��' SUiQtHUV tR bH XVHG tR SUiQt JXQV ZRXOG bHFRPH 

SXbOiFO\ DYDiODbOH� iQFOXGiQJ YiD thH iQtHUQHt� $V , VDiG DbRYH� :DVhiQJtRQ hDV D YHU\ VtURQJ DQG 

FRPSUHhHQViYH VHt RI JXQ ODZV GHViJQHG tR HQVXUH thDt SHUVRQV ZhR DUH iQHOiJibOH XQGHU 

:DVhiQJtRQ ODZ IURP SRVVHVViQJ IiUHDUPV FDQQRt RbtDiQ JXQV� 7hH ZiGHVSUHDG DYDiODbiOit\ RI 

thH tHFhQRORJ\ tR SUiQt JXQV²HVSHFiDOO\ QRQPHtDO JXQV thDt FDQ SDVV XQVHHQ DQG XQUHFRJQi]HG 

thURXJh PHtDO GHtHFtRUV²JUHDtO\ iQFUHDVHV thH OiNHOihRRG thDt SHUVRQV ZhR DUH iQHOiJibOH tR 

SRVVHVV JXQV ZiOO bH DbOH tR JHt JXQV� 6XFh D ZRUOG ZRXOG bH PXFh PRUH GDQJHURXV IRU thH 

SXbOiF� DQG IRU thH 63' RIIiFHUV ZhRVH MRb it iV tR SURtHFt thH SXbOiF� 
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington and the 

2 United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct. 

3 DATED this 3dday of July, 2018, at Seattle, Washington. 
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DECLARATION OF CARMEN BEST 4 ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON 

IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF'S MOTION 800 Fifth Avenue. Suite  

FOR TRO AND PRELIMINARY 
Seattle, WA 4-318888 

(206) 4644-77-7744 
INJUNCTION 
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